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The Meaning of the Taegeukgi

Taegeukgi, the national flag of the Republic of Korea (South Korea), consists of a blue and red yin-yang circle in the centre, one black trigram in each of the four corners, and a white background. 

The white background of Taegeukgi symbolizes light and purity and reflects the Korean people's traditional affinity for peace. 

The yin-yang circle, divided equally into a blue portion below and a red portion above, represents the dual cosmic forces of yin (blue) and yang (red). It symbolizes universal harmony, in which the passive and the active, the feminine and the masculine, form the whole. The four trigrams of Geon, Gon, Gam, and Li, which surround the yin-yang circle, denote the process of yin and yang going through a series of changes and growth. 

Geon (
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), with three solid bars in the upper left-hand corner, denotes "heaven". Gon (), with three evenly divided bars in the lower right-hand corner, denotes "earth". Gam ([image: image2.png]


), with one evenly divided bar on each side of one solid bar in the upper right-hand corner, denotes "water". And Li ([image: image3.png]


), with one solid bar on each side of one evenly divided bar in the lower left-hand corner, denotes "fire." 

Collectively, the yin-yang circle and the four trigrams represent universal harmony and unity. Taegeukgi embodies the ideals of all Koreans, who have pursued creativity and prosperity under universal principles and truth.
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